
How to Set Up Cultivation
Equipment for the Best Results

This guide provides clear, practical steps to help operators achieve consistent, high‑quality
cultivation results while reducing wear, fuel use, and downtime.

1. Start With a Level Machine

A level machine is essential for even soil movement and consistent depth.

What to Check

Front‑to‑back level: The frame should run parallel to the ground.
Side‑to‑side level: Both wings or sides must operate at the same height.
Linkage settings: Ensure lift arms and the top link are adjusted correctly.

Why It Matters

A machine that is not level causes uneven wear, poor soil finish, and increased fuel
consumption.

2. Set the Correct Working Depth

Working at the right depth improves soil structure and reduces unnecessary strain on
the machine.

Typical Depths

Shallow (2–5 cm): Stale seedbeds and residue mixing
Medium (5–15 cm): Seedbed preparation and weed control
Deep (15–30 cm): Compaction removal and soil restructuring

Tips

Avoid working deeper than necessary.
Check depth wheels, packers, or hydraulic depth stops.



3. Match the Right Points or Discs to Your Soil Type

Choosing the correct wear parts improves performance and reduces downtime.

Recommendations

Light soils: Narrow points, shallow wings, faster speeds
Heavy soils: Wider wings, reinforced points, aggressive discs
Stony ground: Tungsten‑tipped or hard‑faced parts and shear‑bolt protection

4. Ensure Even Penetration Across the Machine

Uneven penetration leads to ridging and inconsistent soil structure.

What to Inspect

All points or discs are the same length
No worn or missing components
Balanced hydraulic pressure
Even packer or depth wheel settings

5. Set the Correct Working Speed

Speed affects soil shatter, mixing, and wear.

Typical Speeds

Subsoilers: 6–9 km/h
Disc cultivators: 8–14 km/h
Tine cultivators: 7–12 km/h

Notes

Too fast: poor soil structure and excessive wear
Too slow: poor shatter and increased fuel use

6. Use the Right Press or Packer

The packer determines the final finish and reconsolidation.

Types of Packers

Cage rollers: Light reconsolidation
U‑profile rollers: Effective clod breaking
Rubber rollers: Versatile in varying conditions
Toothed packers: Heavy reconsolidation for deep work

7. Check Wear Patterns Regularly

Wear patterns reveal setup issues early.

Common Signs
Uneven point wear → machine not level
Disc wear on one side → incorrect angle
Shiny patches on legs → soil flow issues
Frequent shear‑bolt breaks → stones or incorrect depth



8. Maintain Equipment After Each Use

Regular maintenance extends machine life and improves performance.

Key Tasks

Clean soil from discs, points, and packers
Grease all pivot points
Check for cracks, loose bolts, or worn parts
Inspect bearings and seals
Store equipment in a dry place

Summary

Correct setup and maintenance of cultivation equipment improves soil structure,
reduces operating costs, and extends the life of wear parts. Following these steps
ensures reliable, efficient performance throughout the season.


	1. Start With a Level Machine
	What to Check
	How to Set Up Cultivation Equipment for the Best Results
	Why It Matters
	2. Set the Correct Working Depth
	Typical Depths
	Tips

	Recommendations
	3. Match the Right Points or Discs to Your Soil Type
	4. Ensure Even Penetration Across the Machine
	What to Inspect
	5. Set the Correct Working Speed
	Typical Speeds
	Notes
	6. Use the Right Press or Packer
	Types of Packers
	7. Check Wear Patterns Regularly
	Common Signs
	Key Tasks
	Summary
	8. Maintain Equipment After Each Use

