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How to Clean and Store Equipment
to Extend Its Life

Regular cleaning and proper storage are two of the simplest ways to protect your
machinery, reduce wear, and avoid costly downtime. This guide outlines practical steps
operators can follow to keep equipment in top condition all year round.

1. Clean Equipment After Every Use
Cleaning prevents soil, crop residue, and moisture from causing corrosion or premature wear.
What to Do

Remove soil and debris: Use a brush, scraper, or low-pressure wash to clear soil from points,
discs, packers, and frames.

Avoid high-pressure washing on bearings: High pressure can force water into seals and shorten
bearing life.

Clean moving parts thoroughly: Pay attention to pivot points, tine clamps, and disc hubs.

Dry the machine fully: Moisture left on metal surfaces accelerates rust.
Why It Matters
Clean equipment lasts longer, performs better, and makes it easier to spot early signs of wear.

2. Lubricate All Moving Parts
Lubrication protects against friction, corrosion, and premature failure.

Key Areas to Grease:

e Pivot points

e Depth adjusters

e Linkage pins

e Bearings (as recommended by the manufacturer)

Tips

Use the correct grease for your machine and conditions.

Wipe away old grease before applying new to avoid contamination.



3. Inspect for Wear and Damage

Cleaning gives you a perfect opportunity to check the machine over.

Look For:
e Cracks in welds or frames
¢ Worn or uneven points and discs
o Loose bolts or missing fasteners
e Damaged hoses or hydraulic leaks
e Worn bearings or seals

Why It Matters
Spotting issues early prevents breakdowns during busy periods.

4. Protect Metal Surfaces
Metal parts exposed to moisture can rust quickly, especially over winter.

How to Protect:
e Apply alight oil spray or corrosion inhibitor to exposed steel.
e Touch up paint chips to prevent rust from spreading.
e Grease bare metal areas that contact soil.

5. Store Equipment Correctly
Proper storage keeps equipment safe from weather damage and extends its working life.

Best Practices:
e Store indoors whenever possible to protect from rain and frost.

If storing outside:

e Park on hard standing

e Raise packers or rollers off the ground

e Use breathable covers (avoid plastic sheeting that traps moisture)
e Release hydraulic pressure before storage.

e Chock wheels and secure the machine to prevent movement.

6. Winter Storage Tips
Long-term storage requires a little extra care.

Before Storing for Winter:
e Remove all soil and crop residue
Grease all moving parts
Check tyre pressures
Drain water from any tanks or lines
e Disconnect batteries on powered equipment (if applicable)

During Winter:
¢ Inspect periodically for rust, pests, or moisture build-up
e Rotate discs or wheels occasionally to prevent flat spots



7. Keep a Simple Maintenance Log
Aquick record helps track wear, identify recurring issues, and plan part replacements.

Record items Like:

Date cleaned

Parts replaced

Grease points serviced

* Issues found during inspection

()

Summary
Regular cleaning and proper storage are essential for keeping equipment reliable, efficient,

and ready for the next season. By following these simple steps, operators can significantly
extend the life of their machinery and reduce unexpected repair costs.
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